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     Thought For The Trail . . .  
by Cowpoke Jesse 

       “GARDENING” 
Everyone likes to plant a garden and watch the vegetables 
grow. We water the plants and hoe the weeds so the plants can 
mature and produce a good product. Our Christian walk in 
everyday life is like gardening. If we prune our weeds (words) 
and water our spirit, we will produce good product.  

“Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one 
will receive his own reward according to his own labor.” 

~ 1 Corinthians 3:8 
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and my reward is with me to 
give to everyone according to his work.”  ~ Revelation 22:12 
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“UPGRADE OUR IMAGE OF GOD” 

We were created in the image of God (Gen.1:26); thus our image of ourselves will 
depend on the image we have of God. God blessed (empowered) man, and then He 
assigned him to be fruitful, to multiply, and to fill the earth by being spirit-ruled. 

Everything that God created was “good,” and when He created man He said, “this is very good.” So since 
we were made in the image of God, that means that God was very good. 
Then came the fall. Man believed a lie. He thought God was holding something back, and man rebelled 
against the Word of God. Sin then resulted in death, which is separation from the life of God. This distorted 
the image of God, thus it distorted the image man had of himself. It distorted him even to the point that 
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually (Gen. 6:5). 
Through Moses, God gave the law to be a guideline for getting the flesh in line. Man’s image of God was as 
a law giver and judge, thus man’s image of himself was to be the judge. Our actions toward each another 
are to judge one another, and we sense God is out to get us because we can’t measure up. 
The good news is that Jesus on the cross turned the tables. He was made sin so that man could be made 
righteous. Rom 8:10, tells us the Spirit is life because of righteousness. Now we can be Spirit-ruled, and our 
image of our God can be upgraded because righteousness is not based on our performance, but is based 
on the mercy, love, and grace that came through Jesus Christ.  
Now, our image of God is that He loves us because of who He is (love) not because of who we are. Since 
we are born again with His nature, we can love others not because of who they are, but because of who we 
are. We are God’s agents to advance His Kingdom of love.  
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Acquire The Fire is March 26-27 this year. Tickets are $52 and the deadline is 
February 26 . If you want to send your child (12-years old thru high school senior), 
please let us know ASAP. We have booked 20 tickets and can only add more before the 
26th deadline. We will stay all night in Tulsa on Friday night in a motel, and will let you 
know the cost per child when we get our final numbers totaled. If you would like to help 
sponsor someone's ticket, let us know. This a wonderful event and is a defining weekend 

to so many of the young people. If you have any questions, please call me at the church or catch Lawnie & Amy 
for the Junction Juniors. ~ Kerri 

With Jeremy & Kerri  
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RESTORATION HARDWARE 
We are excited for you to see our new 
website. Check it out and let us know what 
you think.  

rideforthebrand.com/rh_cowgirl_bling 

You can email us at restorationhardware@junct.com. 
Thanks to Leslie Means, who did an outstanding job of 
putting it all together! 

Please be in prayer that as people go to the site their 
lives will be changed and restored just as mine was in 
2005. Pray that lives will be saved and people will be 
given hope as they read the testimonies. Thanks for 
your support and for believing in us over the years. 
Always hope. ~ Debbie Kessel  
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Recently I took a concealed carry class. This is noteworthy only because I have never shot a hand 
gun before. As a matter of fact, the ONLY gun I have ever shot is an old shotgun, one time about 
35 years ago. The instructor was knowledgeable and patient. We learned much about the laws, 
the mechanics of a gun, and when to use common sense. He told us we are NEVER to point a gun 
at someone unless we are ready to pull the trigger and take a person's life. Not wanting to hurt 
anyone, I asked why you couldn't just shoot an intruder in the foot. He said that first of all I was not 

that good of a shot (and might never be) and second, it probably would not stop an intruder that intended to do me harm. 
Makes sense. 

Later that day I was going over in my mind all the things that had been said in class and the Lord showed me something. 
1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be sober, be vigilant: because your adversary the devil walks around like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour.” Okay, if a lion is about to attack you, what do you think a shot to the foot would do? Stop him? Of 
course not. It’d probably make him madder and more determined to do you harm. Why then, do we just shoot the devil 
in the foot over and over? Why don't we take the authority we have been given? If he has already been defeated, why 
would we let him rise up again and harm us? We have to get our thinking and believing straight. We have to know WHO 
we are in Jesus Christ. Stop him from killing your dreams. Stop him from stealing your finances. Stop him from 
destroying your children. Take aim and be prepared to stop him from coming into your home. 

Am I a gun nut? Please. Would I do anything to stop a person from coming into my house and harming me or my 
grandchildren? You bet I would, and so would you. We must be armed and ready to do battle. Put on your breastplate of 
righteousness and shod your feet with peace. Take up that shield of faith and quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. Don't let him enter your home. ~ Sandye 


